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PURPOSE  
  
The Digital Age presents new challenges to fundamental copyright doctrines that are legal 
cornerstones of library services. Libraries are leaders in trying to maintain a balance of 
power between copyright holders and users, in keeping with the fundamental principles 
outlined in the Constitution and carefully crafted over the past 200 years. In this role, we 
closely follow both federal and state legislation and make our voices heard when our 
issues are moving. 
 

POLICY:  COPYRIGHT  
_________________________________________________  

Everyday copyright law affects the way libraries provide information to their users. The 
first sale doctrine enables libraries to lend books and other resources. Fair use allows for 
the use of copyrighted works for purposes of criticism, comment, news reporting, 
scholarship, or research.  

Libraries are permitted to make reproductions of copyrighted works for preservation and 
replacement purposes. And under copyright law, libraries can aid in the transformation 
and reproduction of copyrighted works for users with disabilities. As libraries advocate for 
user rights and access to information, it's crucial to continue to address the emerging 
challenges posed at the intersection of technology, society, and law. 
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